
Mauro Guillén’s Indicators of Globalization, 1980-2010 

Indicators: 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 
A. Economic:        
Exports + imports of goods & services, % world GDP   38.4 37.8 38.0 41.8 48.8 53.7 48.5m 

Developed countries, % GDP  39.5 39.1 38.0 40.9 48.1 52.0 47.5m 
Emerging & Developing countries, % GDP  32.8 31.2 38.1 46.4 52.5 62.0 53.5m 

        
Inward foreign direct investment stock, % world GDP 6.5 8.3 9.4 11.3 23.1 25.2 29.7 

Developed countries, % GDP 4.9 6.5 8.9 10.8 22.7 25.3 30.7 
Emerging & Developing countries, % GDP 11.8 14.7 13.6 16.4 40.1 50.2 60.3 
        

Emerging & developing economies:        
% of global GDP, at purchasing power parities 31.7 32.7 32.7 33.0 34.2 38.5 45.2 
% of global outward foreign direct investment stock 13.1 9.6 7.0 9.2 11.0 11.5 17.8 
% of global foreign exchange reserves … … … 32.9 37.1 51.9 66.6 

        
B. Financial:        
Daily currency exchange turnover, % world GDPa 0.7 1.3 3.8 5.6 6.8  4.6 k 6.3 
Cross-border banking external assets, % world GDPb 13.7 19.9 28.1 28.5 34.2 54.0 47.9 
Cross-border bank loan & deposit stock, % world GDPb 13.9 19.9 34.3 33.1 37.6 39.1 34.9 

        
C. Internet:        
Users, % world population: … … 0.1 0.8 6.7 16.0 27.1m 

Developed countries, % population … … 0.3 3.7 30.5 59.4 72.2m 
Emerging & Developing countries, % population … … 0.0 0.0 1.5 7.3 18.2m 

        
D. Demographic:        
Stock of international migrants, % world population 2.2 2.3 3.0 2.9 2.9  3.0 3.1 
Refugee population, % world population … … … 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 
Worker’s remittances, % of world GDP 
 
E. Political: 

0.41 0.39 0.42 0.36 0.43 0.63 0.75m 

Nation-states with membership in the United Nations 
International organizations, number: 

154 159 159 185 189 191 192 

Intergovernmental 337i 378 300 j … 243 244 241m 
Non-governmental 4265 i 4676 4621 j … 6357 7412 7752m 
 

F. Social & Cultural 
       

International tourist arrivals, % world population 3.5 6.7 8.6 9.5 11.4 13.0 13.2m 
Books on the topic of globalization e 577 1107 2152 4853 10525 22405 38440 
        

Notes: … Data not available.  a Data are for 1979, 1984, 1989, 1995, 1998 and 2004. b Data are for 1981, 1986, 1991, 
1995, 2000, and 2006. d Excludes international calls using cellular phones or private networks. e Books with the 
subject or title keywords “global” or “globalization,” published in any language until each year, as searched on 
August 20, 2010. f 1991. g 2002. h 1998. i 1981. j 1989.  k 2004. l 2007. m 2009. 

Sources: World Development Indicators; World Investment Report; Bank for International Settlements; United 
Nations; International Monetary Fund; International Telecommunication Union, Key Global Telecom Indicators; 
Yearbook of International Organizations; Bowker’s Global Books in Print. 

For background information, see Mauro F. Guillén, “Is Globalization Civilizing, Destructive or Feeble? A Critique of 
Five Key Debates in the Social-Science Literature.” Annual Review of Sociology 27 (2001):235-260. 
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