Guide to Materials:
I intend to present two pieces of work:


(i) The Idea of a European Superstate: Public Justification and European Integration—Chapter One (Introduction) and Chapter Two (Justification).

(ii) “Social Justice and the Varieties of Capitalism: Individuality, Sufficiency, and Flexibility” (co-authored and co-presented with Margarita Estevez-Abe, Department of Government, Harvard University).


Although these two pieces cover very different topics, they reflect my interest in, what might be termed, applied politica ltheory.  It might be helpful to say something here, by way of an introduction to the two included pieces, about applied political theory.


Applied Political Theory takes a s its point of departure the facts, values and arguments that individuals in societies today draw upon to support or reject political outcomes.  These political outcomes might include policies, institutions, or entire regimes.   Applied political theory assumes that political outcomes are not simply a consequence of impersonal structural imperatives.  The task of applied political theory—which contains an irreducible normative component—is to examine the facts, values, and arguments that people rely upon.


One of the guiding assumptions of applied political theory is that much of the work that takes place in the contemporary social sciences has an unacknowledged normative component.  Political economists, for instance, identify the policies and institutions that will yield more economic growth; international relations scholars identify the policies and institutions that will yield international order; welfare state scholars identify policies and institutions that will generate more greater equality; and so on and so forth.  Applied political theory believes that these normative goals—economic growth, international order; equality—need to be examined and defended.


Applied political theory has three more specific projects:


(i) to examine the facts, values, and arguments that people actually do reply upon in supporting and/or opposing political programs.  This calls for a sociological/ethnographic investigation.  It can proceed at either the elite (opinion-forming) level or the mass (opinion-consuming) levels. (A sociological project)

(ii) to place those facts, values, and arguments in their broader historical and philosophical contexts.  (A genealogical/analytical project)


(iii) to identify and defend the strongest versions of those facts, values, and arguments. (A constructive project.)


These remarks about applied political theoruy might help to clarify the motivations behind the two pieces of work to be presented at this seminar.   

